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 AGENDA  

City Council Called Meeting 

June 27, 2025 

12:00 Noon
Walhalla Depot | 211 S. College St. Walhalla, SC 

I. Order and Welcome Mayor Hall 

II. Call for Moment of Silence

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Approval of Agenda

   

V. Second, Final Reading and Public Review of Ordinance

a. Ordinance 2025-06: An Ordinance authorizing the transfer of approximately

37.26 acres of real property with improvements, if any, located at or about 207

Water Works Road, Walhalla, South Carolina, with county TMS #190-00-01-039,

#190-00-01-050, #190-00-01-078, and #190-00-01-010, and known as the site of

the City’s former Water Treatment Plant and surrounding area; and providing

for other related matters.

b. Ordinance 2025-07: An Ordinance to enter a lease agreement for property

located at the intersection of East Main Street and North Catherine Street in the

City of Walhalla, South Carolina. Further described in the records of Oconee

County Assessor as parcel numbers 500-16-09-009, consisting of +/- 0.98 acres.

VI. Action Items

a. Request to lift hiring freeze for City Clerk

VII. Executive Session - None

VIII. Mayor Comments Mayor Hall 

IX. Adjournment



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06 

AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF APPROXIMATELY 37.26 

ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY WITH IMPROVEMENTS, IF ANY, 

LOCATED AT OR ABOUT 207 WATER WORKS ROAD, WALHALLA, 

SOUTH CAROLINA), WITH COUNTY TMS #190-00-01-039, #190-00-

01-050, #190-00-01-078, AND #190-00-01-010, AND KNOWN AS THE 

SITE OF THE CITY’S FORMER WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND 

SURROUNDING AREA; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER RELATED 

MATTERS. 

WHEREAS, the City Council (“Council”) of the City of Walhalla (“City”) finds: 

(a) the City previously acquired real property located at or about 207 Water Works Road, Walhalla, 

South Carolina, with a preliminary property identification as provided on the attached Exhibit A 

(“Property”); 

(b) South Carolina law, specifically South Carolina Code Annotated section 5-7-40, authorizes 

municipalities to sell, alienate, coney, and otherwise dispose of real property and personal property 

to third parties; and 

(c) the City desires to provide for conveyance of Property to McBrandon Properties LLC, and/or its 

assigns, according to a contract for sale, the executed copy of which is attached as Exhibit B 

(“PSA”). 

NOW, THEREFORE, by a majority vote of the Council members present, the City ORDAINS that the 

Property be sold; 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor and/or the City Administrator are hereby authorized, 

empowered and directed to execute, acknowledge, and deliver the PSA in the name of and on behalf of the 

City, and the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to attest the same, and thereupon to cause the PSA 

to be delivered to the purchaser, and each of the same is hereby ratified; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the City Administrator, and/or his designee (each, an “Authorized 

Official”), in consultation with the City Attorney, is authorized to prepare, or have prepared, the form of 

the transfer documents that are customarily used for similar transactions in this State; (c) authorizes the 

Authorized Official to provide information to the purchaser as is necessary and prudent to consummate 

the Property’s transfer; and (d) authorizes the Authorized Official, the Mayor, and in the Mayor’s absence, 

the Mayor Pro Tem, and the City Clerk, as appropriate, to execute, attest, and deliver those documents that 

may be reasonably necessary to consummate the Property’s transfer (the execution of those documents by 

the City’s representatives acting as conclusive evidence that the documents are approved by the City). 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that any ordinance, resolution, or order of City Council, the terms of which 

are in conflict with this Ordinance, is, only to the extent of that conflict, repealed. 

[ONE SIGNATURE PAGE AND TWO EXHIBITS FOLLOW] 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE SUBSTANTIVELY BLANK] 

  



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06 

ENACTED BY the City Council on     , and effective immediately. 

 

 

[S E A L]             

Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest:        

 City Clerk 

 

First Reading:      

 

Second Reading:     

  



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06 

EXHIBIT A 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Parcel Nos: 190-00-01-039 

190-00-01-050 

190-00-01-078 

190-00-01-010 

Address: 207 Water Works Road, Walhalla, South Carolina 

  



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06 

EXHIBIT B 

CONTRACT FOR SALE 





















City of Walhalla  

City Council 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 • 5:30 PM 

Council Chambers • City Hall 

Walhalla, South Carolina 

Minutes 

 

In accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, Section 30-4-10 et 

seq., South Carolina Code, 1976, the media was duly notified of the date, time, and place 

of the meeting. 

 

Councilmembers Present: Mayor Tim Hall, Mayor Pro Tem Keith Pace, Josh Holliday, Kenny 

Johns, Grant Keehn, Sarai Melendez and Josh Thomas  

Councilmembers Absent: None 

Staff Present: Celia Myers and Laramie Hinkle 

 

Call to Order: Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM, with a quorum present to 

conduct the meeting and welcomed all present to the meeting. Mayor Hall reminded all 

that the meetings are livestreamed through YouTube and recordings available on the 

City’s website. 

Moment of Silence: Mayor Hall called for a moment of silence. 

Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Hall asked for Councilman Johns to lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda: Mayor Hall called for a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Pace 

moved to approve the agenda; Ms. Melendez seconded. The agenda was unanimously 

approved.  

Approval of Minutes: Mayor Hall called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 

December 17, 2024 Council meeting. Mr. Keehn moved to amend the minutes, on page 2 

to state “Mr. Keehn stated that Council would need to vote to keep the space, designate 

it a park and then name it after Mr. Owens”; Mr. Johns seconded. Mr. Holliday moved to 

approve the minutes as amended; Mr. Johns seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

Public Comments: Mrs. Francoise Fussell of Playground Road thanked the City staff for the 

new trash and recycling receptacles on Main Street. 

 

Mayoral Proclamations:  

Mayor Hall read Proclamation 2025-01 to recognize February as Black History Month and 

Proclamation 2025-02 to recognize February as American Heart Month. Mr. Johns moved to 

approve these proclamations. Mr. Pace seconded. Mr. Keehn questioned whether 

proclamations required a vote. Mrs. Myers stated that one was not required. Mr. Keehn 

noted that it was more symbolism than substance. The vote to approve Proclamations 

2025-01 and 2025-02 was 6-0 with Mr. Keehn abstaining. 



 

Administrator’s Comments: Mrs. Myers presented the monthly reports as presented in the 

packet. 

 

Second, Final Reading and Public Review of Ordinances:  

Ordinance 2024-16: An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance 2022-08 Regarding Public 

Comments 

Mayor Hall opened the public comment section and invited those wishing to speak to 

approach. Hearing none, the public comment section was closed. Mr. Johns moved to 

approve Ordinance 2024-16 on second reading; Mr. Thomas seconded. Mr. Holliday noted 

that he did not see a reason to change from the current five (5) minute per speaker 

allotment. Mr. Keehn and Mr. Pace both agreed with Mr. Holliday’s comments. Mr. Johns 

noted that the officer in charge could change or extend. Ms. Melendez noted that she 

was go with the majority, but added there were other avenues for comment. Mr. Thomas 

explained this language would put the City on par with similar municipalities, but he would 

be fine either way. Mayor Hall stated that he understood the logic behind the initial 

request, but that it had not presented a problem in the past and he would not deny a 

person their right to speak. Mr. Pace then moved to table the Ordinance, allowing the per 

speaker time to remain at five (5) minutes. Mr. Thomas seconded. Mr. Keehn confirmed 

that this would keep the time at the current five (5) minutes. The vote to table Ordinance 

2024-16 at second reading was approved 7-0. 

 

 

First Reading of Ordinances: 

Ordinance 2025-01: An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance 2024-11, the City of Walhalla FY24-

25 Budget Ordinance, as adopted June 18, 2024 to appropriate the funding for a new 

police station and HTAX transfer to the General Fund; and other matters related thereto. 

Mrs. Myers presented the proposed ordinance which would amend the FY 24-25 budget to 

include the $4.25 million appropriation received from the State for the construction of a 

new police station, increase the projected HTAX revenues by $60,000 based on funds 

received and account for the expected expenditures for the increase HTAX revenues. Mr. 

Pace moved to approve Ordinance 2025-01 at first reading; Ms. Melendez seconded. The 

motion to approve Ordinance 2025-01 at first reading passed 7-0. 

Ordinance 2025-02: An Ordinance authorizing the City of Walhalla, South Carolina to 

finance and acquire a certain trackhoe and related equipment in an amount not 

exceeding $200,000; to execute and deliver all documents necessary to carry out the 

financing and acquisition; and other related matters. 

Mr. Laramie Hinkle, Utilities Director, noted that the proposed equipment could be used at 

the ponds at both the current and previous water plants, Cane Creek,  Stumphouse 

Mountain Park and more. He estimated that there was two to three weeks worth of work 

currently waiting on this equipment. He added that to rent the same piece of machinery 

for one day was $1,275 or $5,000/monthly. Mr. Pace noted that last year, Mr. Parris received 

a price of $80,000 to dredge the ponds and the price had increased. He stated that two 

dredging of the ponds would pay for the equipment and added that the warranty was 

very good. Mr. Hinkle confirmed the warranty was 5 year, 5,000 hours. 



Mr. Johns moved to approve Ordinance 2025-01 at first reading; Mr. Pace seconded. The 

motion to approve was passed 7-0. 

 

Discussion/Action Items: 

2025 Committee Appointments 

Mayor Hall announced the 2025 Committees.  

Utilities: Kenny Johns (Chair), Grant Keehn, Sarai Melendez 

Public Safety:  Grant Keehn (Chair), Kenny Johns, Josh Holiday   

Parks, Recreation, and Tourism:  Sarai Melendez (Chair), Josh Thomas, Kenny Johns 

Public Works:  Keith Pace (Chair), Josh Holiday, Grant Keehn 

Finance Committee: Josh Holiday (Chair), Keith Pace, Josh Thomas 

Planning and Community Development:  Josh Thomas (Chair), Sarai Melendez, Keith Pace 

General Government:  Chair: Mayor; all council members 

Election of Mayor Pro Tempore 

Mayor Hall opened the nomination period for 2025 Mayor Pro Tem. Mr. Pace nominated 

Mr. Holliday for Mayor Pro Tem with Mr. Keehn seconding. Hearing no further nominations, 

the nomination period was closed. The motion to elect Mr. Holliday as Mayor Pro Tem for 

2025 was approved 7-0. 

Mr. Pace requested the floor from Mayor Hall for an announcement. Mayor Hall complied. 

Mr. Pace read a statement announcing his resignation effective January 21st at the 

conclusion of the Council meeting. He noted the recent sale of his home and plan to 

relocate to be closer to grandchildren. He encouraged and challenged the City to keep 

the momentum going. 

Mr. Thomas then requested the floor from Mayor Hall. Mayor Hall complied. Mr. Thomas 

read a statement announcing his resignation effective January 21st at the conclusion of the 

Council meeting. He noted he underestimated the time commitment and the impacts to 

his family and health. He stated he was putting his family first. 

Councilmembers thanked both gentlemen for their service and expressed their good 

wishes. 

 

Executive Session 

Mr. Pace moved to enter executive session in order to discuss a contractual matter for a 

water customer and a personnel matter. Mr. Holliday seconded. The motion to enter 

executive session was unanimous. The council entered executive session at 6:28 PM. 

Mr. Pace moved to exit executive session; with Ms. Melendez seconding. The motion was 

unanimous. Council exited the executive session at 7:14 PM. No action was taken during 

the executive session.  

Mr. Pace moved to accept the proposed water rates from the Town of West Union, which 

are $4.50/gallon without a base rate for FY25-26 and $5.00/gal without a base rate for FY26-

27; Mr. Holliday seconded. The motion was carried 7-0. 



Mr. Pace moved to authorize the City Administrator to enter into negotiations concerning a 

piece of real property; Mr. Thomas seconded the motion. The motion was carried 7-0. 

Mayor Comments 

Mayor Hall thanked both Mr. Keith Pace and Mr. Josh Thomas for their service to the City. 

 

Hearing no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:19 PM.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 

Celia Myers  



 

 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) 

COUNTY OF OCONEE  )   ORDINANCE 2025-07 

CITY OF WALHALLA  ) 

 

LEASE AGREEMENT 
 

 

This lease agreement entered into on __________________, 2025, between the City of 

Walhalla,  South Carolina referred to as lessee, and MDS Enterprises LLC, of Walhalla, 

South Carolina, County of Oconee,  referred to as lessor.  

  

 

RECITALS  

  

     The parties recite and declare:  

  

A.  Lessor is the sole owner of the premises described below.  

  

B.  Lessee desires to lease the entire premises at the corner of E Main and N Catherine 

from lessor.  

  

C.  The parties desire to enter a lease agreement defining their respective rights, duties, 

and liabilities relating to the premises.  

  

     In consideration of the mutual covenants contained in this lease agreement, the parties 

agree as follows:  

 

  

SECTION ONE  

 DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES  

  

A.  Lessor leases to Lessee premises described as follows: 

 

The property located at the intersection of East Main Street and North 

Catherine Street in the City of Walhalla, South Carolina. Further described 

in the records of Oconee County Assessor as parcel numbers 500-16-09-009, 

consisting of +/- 0.98 acres. 

 

B.  The demised premises shall be used for the purpose of maintaining a City 

greenspace and hosting City Events. The demised premises are located on commercial 

property presently zoned for the same. This includes the purpose for which lessee desires 

the premises.  



 

  

C.  Lessor will provide Lessee with copies of any documents that may affect the rights 

of lessee in and under this lease agreement.  

  

SECTION TWO 

TERM OF LEASE  

 

 

A.    This lease agreement shall last for one (1) year, to commence on July 1, 2025, and 

terminate on June 30, 2026, unless lessee has exercised the option to renew under 

provisions set forth in this lease agreement.  

  

B.  Lessee shall surrender the premises to lessor immediately on termination of the 

lease.         

SECTION THREE   

DELIVERY OF POSSESSION  

  

     If, for any reason, lessor sells such demised premises, this lease agreement shall be void.  

Lessor shall not be liable to lessee for any loss or damage resulting from the lease being 

terminated.  

  

SECTION FOUR   

RENTAL  

  

A.  The Lessee shall be responsible for and pay all utilities on the demised premises. 

The Lessee shall maintain liability insurance coverage in the amount, with the Lessor being 

named as an insured under the City’s liability insurance policy.  The Lessee shall be 

responsible for all maintenance and/or repairs, grass cutting and trash pickup.     

 

B.  On lessee's failure to abide by section A of lease agreement, lessor shall have the 

right to terminate this lease agreement, and the lease agreement will thereupon be forfeited.  

 

C. The Lessor shall lease the property “as is” 

 

D. The Lessee shall pay to Lessor, in a timely manner, in advance, the sum total of 

property taxes paid to Oconee County, and the City of Walhalla, on the parcels described 

in the records of Oconee County Assessor as 500-16-09-009.  Rental amount will be 

computed using previous years paid property tax receipt.  Lessee will pay to Lessor, with 

thirty (30) days after receipt of statement from Lessor showing total of such costs paid by 

Lessor. 

 

An example: 

2024 tax notice 500-16-09-009  $288.96   



 

SECTION FIVE   

RESTRICTIONS ON USE  

  

      Lessee shall not use or permit the demised premises, or any part of the demised 

premises, to be used for any purposes other than those set forth in this lease agreement. 

Lessee shall neither permit on the demised premises any act, sale or storage that may be 

prohibited under standard forms of liability insurance policies, nor use the premises for any 

such purpose. Lessee shall comply with all State and governmental regulations.  

 

 

SECTION SIX   

ABANDONING PREMISES OR PERSONAL PROPERTY  

  

 Lessee shall not vacate or abandon the demised premises at any time during the term 

of this lease agreement except upon notification of the lessor with thirty 30 days’ 

notification.  

 

SECTION SEVEN  

TAXES  

  

 Lessor shall pay any and all property taxes levied on subject properties by the City 

of Walhalla and Oconee County in a timely manner so as not to become delinquent.  

  

 

SECTION EIGHT  

ALTERATIONS AND MODIFICATION; REPAIRS  

  

A.  Lessee has inspected the demised premises, and consents to enter into the lease 

agreement “as is” condition.  

  

B.  Lessee shall take good care of the demised premises.  

  

C.  All alterations, improvements, and changes that lessee may desire shall be done at 

the expense of lessee and shall become the property of lessor and remain on the demised 

premises, except that at the option of lessor; lessee shall, at its expense, remove from the 

demised premises all improvements when surrendering the demised premises.  

  

D.  All damage or injury done to the demised premises by lessee or any person who 

may be in or on the demised premises with the consent of lessee shall be paid for by lessee.  

  

E.  Lessee shall, at the termination of this lease agreement, surrender the demised 

premises to lessor in as good condition and repair as reasonable and proper use of the 

premises will permit.  



 

 

SECTION NINE  

LIABILITY OF LESSOR  

  

A.  Lessee waives all claims against lessor for damages to goods or for injuries to 

persons on or about the demised premises from any cause arising at any time.  

  

B.  Lessee will indemnify lessor on account of any damage-or injury to any person, or 

to the goods of any person, arising from the use of the demised premises by lessee, or 

arising from the failure of lessee to keep the demised premises in good condition as 

provided in this lease agreement.  

  

C.  Lessor shall not be liable to lessee for any damage by or from any act or negligence 

of any other occupant of the same building, or by any owner or occupant of adjoining or 

contiguous property.  

  

D.  Lessee agrees to pay for all damages caused by the misuse or neglect of the demised 

premises by lessee.  

 

  

SECTION TEN 

ASSIGNMENT AND SUBLEASE  

  

A. Lessee shall not assign any rights or duties under this lease agreement nor sublet the 

demised premises or any part of the demised premises, nor allow any other person to 

occupy or use the demised premises without the prior, express, and written consent of 

lessor.  

  

 

SECTION ELEVEN  

BREACH OR DEFAULT  

  

      Lessee shall have breached this lease agreement and shall be considered in default 

under this lease agreement if lessee fails to perform or comply with any of the covenants 

or conditions of this lease agreement and such failure continues for a period of thirty (30) 

days after receipt of notice thereof from lessor.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION TWELVE 

EFFECT OF BREACH  

  

      In the event of a breach of this lease agreement as set forth in Section Fifteen, the 

rights of lessor shall be as follows:  

  

A.  Lessor shall have the right to cancel and terminate this lease agreement, as well as 

all of the right, title, and interest of lessee under this lease agreement, by giving to lessee 

not less than six (6) months' notice of the cancellation and termination. On expiration of 

the time fixed in the notice, this lease agreement and the right, title, and interest of lessee 

under this lease agreement shall terminate in the same manner and with the same force and 

effect, except as to lessee's liability, as if the date fixed in the notice of cancellation and 

termination were the end of the lease term.         

 

  

SECTION THIRTEEN 

 OPTION TO RENEW  

  

      Lessee shall have the option to renew this lease agreement for an identical term as 

provided in the lease agreement for each renewal. Written notice of intention to renew must 

be furnished to lessor thirty (30) days’ prior to expiration of this lease agreement or any 

renewal of it. The rental shall be subject to renegotiation at the time of any renewal, but all 

other terms and conditions shall remain as provided in this lease agreement.  

 

 

SECTION FOURTEEN  

UNLAWFUL DETAINER AND ATTORNEY FEES  

  

      In case suit shall be brought for an unlawful detainer of the demised premises, lessee 

shall pay to lessor a reasonable attorney fee that shall be fixed by the court. Any such 

attorney fee shall be deemed to have accrued on the commencement of the action and shall 

be paid on the successful completion of the action by lessor.   

 

 

SECTION FIFTEEN   

GOVERNING LAW  

  

      It is agreed that this lease agreement shall be governed by, construed, and enforced 

in accordance with the laws of the State of South Carolina.  

 

  

 

 



 

SECTION SIXTEEN   

 

     This lease agreement shall constitute the entire agreement between the parties. Any 

prior understanding or representation of any kind preceding the date of this lease agreement 

shall not be binding upon either party except to the extent incorporated in this lease 

agreement.  

 

SECTION SEVENTEEN  

MODIFICATION OF AGREEMENT  

  

      Any modification of this lease agreement or additional obligation assumed by either 

party in connection with this agreement shall be binding only if evidenced in a writing 

signed by each party or an authorized representative of each party.  

 

 

 In witness whereof, each party to this lease agreement has caused it to be executed 

in Council duly assembled on the date indicated below.  

  

 

       CITY OF WALHALLA, Lessee 

 

 

WITNESS:      By:_____________________________ 

        

_________________________________ 

 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

       MDS ENTERPRISES, LLC, Lessor 

 

 

BY:_____________________________ 

 

_________________________________ 

 


