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AGENDA  
WALHALLA CITY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Nov 1, 2022 
5:30 PM 

Walhalla City Hall 
206 N Church St, Walhalla, SC 29691 

 
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME       Mayor Edwards  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC INPUT (Public Comment is limited to 5 minutes and must be directed to Council, per City 
Ordinance 2020-17)  

Dari McBride, Director 
Oconee County Chamber of Commerce 

STAFF REPORTS  
 

PARKS & RECREATION- Director John Galbreath  
 

PUBLIC WORKS -Director Russ Price                                              
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT- Chief Tim Rice  
 

UTILITIES DEPARTMENT- Director Scott Parris  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Chief Will Bates 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT- Administrator Brandon Burton 
                                                        
GENERAL GOVERNMENT-Administrator Brandon Burton 

 
ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS (to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if 
required) 

1. Discussion of Ordinance 2022-8 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE RULES OF DECORUM AT PUBLIC 
MEETINGS. 
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2. Discussion of proposed ordinance TO ESTABLISH LOCAL HISTORIC PROPERTY DESIGNATION 
AND DESIGN REVIEW.  

3. Discussion of Ordinance 2022-13 AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A REGISTRATION FOR VACANT 
AND ABANDONED BUILDINGS 

4. Discussion of Chicopee Construction Contract 
5. Discussion of ARPA Waterline Improvements Contract 

 
                 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up for discussion, if required) 
        

1. Discussion of appointment of municipal judge 

MAYOR COMMENTS                                                 Mayor Edwards 
 
ADJOURN  



City Council Meeting 11/01/22 
 
 
All-star soccer 
Walhalla Recreation will host all-star soccer games on 
November 10th and 14th.  
 
BASKETBALL 
Current registration number is 243. 
Last day of sign ups rec. department stayed open until 
5:50 pm. Only have 4 parents come in to sign up. 



WALHALLA PUBLIC WORKS 11-1-2022  
The Public Works Department  

October 1 thru 31, 2022 the City of Walhalla picked up:   

  207 -ton of residential garbage  

  121 -ton of commercial garbage 

    48 -ton of recyclable brush 

   21 -ton C&D 

  1.7 -ton mattresses 2 Loads 

 

Roll Carts for October 

Delivered 35 

Picked up 13 

Repair/Replace 7 

 

During the month of October our department continued picking up brush, leaves, 
trash, cutting grass, cleaning storm drains, trimming trees, watering plants, 
changing banners, flags and other routine maintenance tasks. We also did set up 
and break down for Makers Market and Oktoberfest events.  

 

Thanks,  

Russ Price 



Walhalla Police Department                    

101 E. Main St. 

Walhalla, SC 29691 

Chief of Police Timothy J. Rice 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Walhalla City Council - Committee Meeting 

Tuesday November 1, 2022 

Personnel – New Hires & Promotions 

• We would like to welcome our newest officer, Austin Chenault. He comes from North 

Carolina where he was a Corrections Officer. He will report to the academy on November 

10th, 2022, to begin his Class 1 training. 

 

October Events and Completed Training and News: 

 
• Officer Shedd is currently attending a K9 Search and Tracking certification along 

with K9 First Aid. 

 

• Merchant Market went well with no major problems. 

• Oktoberfest also went well, there was one arrest along with several minor incidents. 

• Main Street – Halloween Event was busy, we had about 950 visitors on Saturday. 

• Boo in the Bay – Thanks to the Walhalla Fire Department for allowing us to be a part 

of this event. Over 1200 people came through the new layout this year. 

 

• The “POLICE” sign on Main Street has been refinished and is back out front, we are 

still working on the new event board.   

 

TRAINING HOURS – October 2022 189 HOURS  

 

BREAKDOWN OF OVERTIME BY TYPE: 

Shift Coverage   65 Hours 

Court  6 Hours 

Special Event Coverage  0 Hours 

TOTAL OVERTIME  71 HOURS (previous month – 62 hours) 

       



Walhalla Police Department                    

101 E. Main St. 

Walhalla, SC 29691 

Chief of Police Timothy J. Rice 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events and Training and News: 

 

• Officer Shedd is continuing his work at the K-9 training in North Carolina. 

 

 

• Chief Rice will be attending an accreditation training in Columbia later this 

month to begin the departments work towards becoming an SCLEA (South 

Carolina Law Enforcement Accreditation) accredited agency. 

 

 

• Officer Shedd will be attending Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 

Enforcement (ARIDE) at SCCJA. 

 

 

• Corporal J. Jerde will be travelling to the academy to be a guest instructor 

to renew his instructor certifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walhalla Police Department                    

101 E. Main St. 

Walhalla, SC 29691 

Chief of Police Timothy J. Rice 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
October 2022 – Month End Stats 

 

Total Calls for Service:    1461 

Total Traffic Stops:              335   

Total Traffic Collisions:    20 

 

Reports Filed:   

Collision Reports:     13   

Pursuit After-Action:      0     

Incident Reports:     63   

Response to Resistance:    0 

    TOTAL:   76 

 

Citations/Warnings Issued:  

Warnings:      201 

Traffic Related:     103   

Non-Traffic Related:          4 

TOTAL:      308 

    

Arrests:     

Adults:       26 

Juvenile Referrals:     0 

TOTAL:       26 

 

Extra Patrols and Business Checks:     

TOTAL:    438 

 



 
 

206 N Church St. - PO Box 1099 - Walhalla, SC 29691 
(864) 638-4343 

UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
NOVEMBER 2022 

 
MONTHLY REPORT: 
 
OCTOBER 2022 
New Water Taps – 6 
New Sewer Taps - 1 
New water contract - 49 
Emergency Locates – 10 
Sanitation delivery work orders - 33 
Sanitation pick-up work orders - 15 
Meter box change outs - 2 
Meter change outs – 11 
Water Service Work Orders – 53 
Sewer Work Orders - 3 
New development service inquiries – 0 
 
 
 
 

- Work on the fire line behind the Police Department is continuing, we are coordinating the final fire 
line connection with building owners, and should have the project complete shortly after that.  

- We have begun working on our water tap waiting list, and have received additional materials for 
taps. We are currently 6-8 weeks out on new taps, vs 9-12 months. 
 



City of Walhalla Fire Department 
Home of the Mountaineer Engine Co. Est. 1871 

 

 

207 E North Broad Street, Walhalla SC 29691 
864-638-4345 Phone 
864-638-2444 Fax 

Fire Chiefs Monthly Report 
October 2022 

FIRE-EMS 

Incident Response-  

We responded to 121 calls for service. 54 were fire calls and 67 were medical/rescue calls.  During the month we 
were on multiple calls 33% of the time.  We provided 15 instances of mutual aid.  58 calls were inside the City 
and 63 calls were either in the unincorporated area or another district.  Average on scene time was 69 minutes.  
Both career and volunteer staff spent 409 hours on incidents.   

Incident Type # Incidents % of Total  
Fires 9 7.44% 
Overpressure rupture, explosion- no fire 0 0.00% 
Rescue & EMS 67 55.37% 
Hazardous Conditions 2 1.65% 
Service Call 22 18.18% 
 Good Intent Call  16 13.22% 
False Alarm and False Call 4 3.31% 
Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 0 0.00% 
Special Incident  1 0.83% 

Total  121 100.00% 
 

Operations/Training-  

Staff, both career and volunteer, trained for a total of 227 hours during the month.  

We still have 2 full time spots open.  

3 staff members are currently taking EMT class and are expected to graduate late November. 

Currently going through the process of credentialing for the department to be certified to respond to calls for 
service as a SC DHEC BLS agency 

Staff completed in depth training on rope rescue and patient extrication. 

Oktoberfest was coordinated and managed with no incidents. 

 



City of Walhalla Fire Department 
Home of the Mountaineer Engine Co. Est. 1871 

 

 

207 E North Broad Street, Walhalla SC 29691 
864-638-4345 Phone 
864-638-2444 Fax 

COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION 

Fire Marshal-    

Continuing to complete pre fire plans and business inspections. Completing re-inspections as needed.  

Fire Prevention/Life Safety-        

 Staff completed 7 public education events this month. The department completed several fire education events 
in the local schools. The Walhalla police department assisted with our annual Boo in the Bay event that was able 
to reach out to roughly 1200 people during the 2-hour event.   

 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Several grants have been submitted for additional funding. Awaiting the closure of the application periods to see 
if the grants will be awarded.  

 

Please contact me should you have any questions. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ Will Bates  
Will Bates, Fire Chief  
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City Administrators Report 

October 2022 

Administration 

Celia Myers will be starting on Nov 21.  She will be working on comp plan, MSW planning grants that we 
received, planning, zoning, and some code enforcement issues.  She will be located at City Hall.  
 
Civil Engineering position is still vacant.  
 
Working on the personnel handbook re-write. Staff will be updating our emergency operations plan as 
well.  
 
Duke is progressing on the EV charging stations.  Draft plans and permits are in place.  
 
Lots of work with Waffle House getting them permitted.  
 
We are in the process of developing an app called OneWalhalla.  This app will have all events, alerts, 
notifications, and other pertinent information relevant to living and shopping in and around 
Walhalla.  We will provide more details once we have this nailed down.  
 
Met with Chamber of Commerce Director and discussed avenues for collaboration.   
 
Budget 

Monitored spending to keep it within our quarterly projections.  Received our final ARPA payment, $1.1 
million.  

Finance/Procurement/City Clerk 

Budget reports have been sent out.  Fund balance sheet is attached.  

Stumphouse- Stumphouse visits are still strong, and we see a large amount of use.  JoAnna White has 
been busy with some maintenance.   Contractor is flagging the proposed routes now.  Construction 
slated after Jan 1.  

Walhalla Wanderweg Greenway- SCDOT is working through the permit, and we hope to have that 
soon.  We anticipate having a contract in place by then end of this year.  If anyone is interested in 
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donations, they can be made to the Walhalla DDC.  More information will be put on the city website. 
The construction solicitation will be online tomorrow.   

Codes/Zoning 
 
Approved: 
12 zoning permits 
Planning Commission met and reviewed vacant building ordinance, which has gone through first 
reading.  
 
Main Street 

Met with the MSW Board, developed a plan of action through the end of the calendar year. City staff 
and Catie Fisher (she works with Main Street Walhalla) will be helping with the events.  Board members 
have divided up functions for the short-term.  
  
Walhalloween was Saturday, October 28th.  Boo in the Bay was yesterday.  
  
The Veterans Day Parade is Nov 11, 2022, at 430 pm.  The Oconee Veterans Affairs office is handling 
this.   
  
Merchant driven-Merchants Open House is planned for Nov 12, 2022.  This will be an opportunity to 
decorate and kick off the holiday season.  This is just another avenue for you to have light refreshments 
and open your doors on a Saturday.  More details soon.  
  
Christmas Parade: The city will handle sign-ups and coordination. The following link is live for sign-
ups https://forms.gle/tzrBk7THeEVxRggh6  The parade will be Dec 3, 2022, at 5pm.  Signups will close on 
Nov 30, 2022, at midnight. Paper applications will be accepted at City Hall until 5pm, November 30.  
  
The Walhalla Wonderland Committee (Christmas Committee) will be handling the Tour of Homes, Tour 
of Churches, Santa Stroll, and Tree Lighting.  

• Tree Lighting- Dec 3, 2022, immediately following the parade.  
• Tour of Homes- December 4th, 2022.   
• Santa Stroll- December 9th, 2022.  Santa Stroll is an opportunity for your business to stay open 

late and get customers in the door! There will be carolers popping in and out of businesses, and 
a carriage service giving rides down Main Street. There will also be a "finale" with the carolers 
on Brown Square to close the night.  

• Tour of Churches- December 10th, 2022.  
 

 Farmers Market will return to Saturdays.    

https://forms.gle/tzrBk7THeEVxRggh6
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) 

COUNTY OF OCONEE   ) ORDINANCE NO. 2022-8 

CITY OF WALHALLA  ) 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR RULES OF DECORUM 
AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 

WHEREAS, Section 5-7-250 of the South Carolina Code requires that the Council 
shall determine its own rules and order of business and shall provide for the keeping 
of minutes of its proceedings which shall be a public record; and 

WHEREAS, a majority of Americans believe that our society is increasingly uncivil and that 
this problem is particularly acute and particularly detrimental in national, state and local 
political arenas where it threatens government’s ability to function democratically and 
effectively; and  

WHEREAS, across the nation many groups have adopted policies and rules to enhance 
civility and decorum at public meetings; and 

WHEREAS, in keeping with this national trend many cities have approved policies to 
promote civility and maintain decorum at local public meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the defining characteristics of the City of Walhalla include its commitment to 
the democratic process, individual rights of expression, robust debate and tolerance for 
disparate views; and 

WHEREAS, the Walhalla City Council, the City’s boards and commissions, other public 
bodies and various community groups all convene public meetings to address 
controversial issues that engender passionate and often conflicting opinions; and  

WHEREAS, an atmosphere of incivility and disrespect at these meetings can stifle 
participation and debate, threaten the quality of decisions and undermine the local 
democratic process; and 

WHEREAS, adopting rules of decorum applicable to all public meetings will help ensure 
that civic engagement and local democracy continue to flourish in Walhalla. 

ARTICLE I 

The purpose of the public comment/public hearing is to allow citizens of the municipality or 
others who have standing in the municipality an opportunity to tell members of city council 
their opinions or comments. It is not intended to be a debate or a dialogue. Therefore, no 
response by councilmembers during the public comment or public hearing should be 
expected. Meetings of the City Council shall be conducted, by the City Council, in an 
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orderly manner to ensure that the City Council has an opportunity to hear members of the 
public and that the orderly and deliberative process of the City Council is maintained at all 
times by the City Council. The presiding officer of the City Council, who shall be the Mayor, 
Vice Mayor  Mayor Pro-Tempore or, in their absence, other member so designated by the 
City Council, shall be responsible for maintaining the order and decorum of meetings. 

ARTICLE II 

Rules of Decorum. While any meeting of the City Council is in session, the following rules 
of order and decorum shall be observed: 

1. Councilmembers. The members of the City Council shall preserve order and decorum, 
and a member shall not by conversation or other means delay or interrupt the City Council 
proceedings or disturb any other member while that member, who has been recognized by 
the presiding officer to speak, so has the floor to speak. 

a) Members of the City Council shall not use or make inappropriate, vulgar, 
opprobrious words or offensive comments.  

b) Members shall maintain a civil and courteous manner and tone. 
c) Members of the City Council shall only speak to the matter currently under 

consideration by the City Council. 
d) During presentations, discussion or debate, members of the City Council shall 

refrain from communicating among each other, giving attention and due respect for 
the speaker or council member addressing the body. 

e) While a member of the City Council has the floor, members of council and members 
of the public shall not interrupt the speaker unless the speaker is ruled out of order. 

f) A member who violates any rule of decorum may be ruled out of order by the 
presiding officer.  

g) A member who violates the rules of decorum may be removed from the meeting 
according to applicable rules. 

2. City Staff Members. Employees of the City shall observe the same rules of order and 
decorum as those which apply to the City Council. 

3. Persons Addressing the City Council. Public comment/public hearing at the City Council 
meetings should not be a substitute for any item that can be handled during the normal 
working hours of the municipal government. The primary purpose of public comment/public 
hearing is to allow citizens the opportunity formally to communicate with the City Council 
as a body, solely for matters that cannot be handled during the regular working hours of 
the City government. Each person who addresses the City Council shall do so in an 
orderly manner and shall not make personal, impertinent, defamatory, or profane remarks 
to any member of the City Council, staff, general public, or otherwise generally. Any 
person who makes such remarks, or who utters loud, threatening, personal or abusive 
language, or engages in any other disorderly conduct which disrupts, disturbs, or 
otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of any City Council meeting shall, at the discretion 
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of the presiding officer or a majority of the City Council, be barred from further audience 
before the City Council during that meeting and/or any future meeting(s). 

4. Members of the Audience. A person in the audience at a City Council meeting shall not 
engage in disorderly or boisterous conduct, including the utterance of loud, threatening or 
abusive language, whistling, applause, booing, stamping of feet, or other acts which the 
presiding officer and/or the City Council deem to disturb, disrupt, or otherwise impede the 
orderly conduct of any City Council meeting. Any person who conducts him or herself in 
the aforementioned manner shall, at the discretion of the presiding officer or a majority of 
the City Council, be barred from further audience before the City Council during that 
meeting and/or any future meeting(s). 

5. Addressing the City Council. A person wishing to address the City Council regarding an 
item which is on the City Council meeting agenda shall submit a request on the form 
provided, or that person may orderly seek recognition by the presiding officer of the City 
Council during discussion of any such item. Persons wishing to discuss a non-agenda item 
may seek recognition by the presiding officer during the public comment/public hearing 
portion, if any, of the meeting. No person shall address the City Council without first being 
recognized by the presiding officer. The following procedures shall be observed by 
persons addressing the City Council: 

a) Each person shall step to the podium, if one is provided for the use of the public, 
or otherwise step to a place generally viewable by all members of City Council 
near the center of the meeting room, shall state the person’s name and address, 
the organization, if any, which that person represents, and the subject that 
person wishes to discuss. 

b) Each person shall confine that person’s remarks to the City Council agenda item 
or approved public comment/public hearing subject being discussed. 

c) Each person shall limit that person’s remarks to three five (5) minutes, unless 
further time is granted by the presiding officer. The total time allotted for all 
public comment/public hearing is 20 minutes per meeting.  

d) All remarks shall be addressed to the City Council as a body and not to any 
single member thereof, unless in response to a question asked by a City Council 
member of the person speaking. 

e) No question may be asked of a member of the City Council or of the City staff 
without permission of the presiding officer. 

f) The presiding officer may determine the subject of a person’s comments are not 
relevant for consideration and may direct the person speaking to suspend 
comments on that particular subject or otherwise to yield the floor. 

No person, other than a Member of City Council and the speaker, shall be permitted to 
enter into any discussion, either directly or through a member of City Council, without the 
permission of the presiding officer. Failure to comply with this rule by those in attendance 
may lead to the termination of the public comment and/or the public hearing. 
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ARTICLE III 

1. Enforcement of Decorum. The rules of decorum set forth above shall be enforced in the 
following manner: 

2. Warning. The presiding officer shall request that any person who is breaching the rules 
of decorum be orderly and silent. If, after receiving a warning from the presiding officer, 
any person persists in disturbing the meeting, then the presiding officer shall order that 
person to leave the City Council meeting. If the person directed to leave fails to do so 
immediately, then the presiding officer may order any available City law enforcement 
officer to remove that person from the City Council meeting. The presiding officer is 
entitled to warn and remove the entire audience from any City Council meeting. 

3. Removal. Any available City law enforcement officer shall carry out all instructions given 
by the presiding officer for the purpose of maintaining order and decorum at the City 
Council meeting. 

4. Resisting Removal. Any person who resists removal from a City Council meeting shall 
be charged with a violation of this section. 

5. Penalty. A person who violates any provision of this Ordinance shall be criminally 
charged with a violation of South Carolina law with, for example, disorderly conduct, 
breach of peace, and assault. 

6. Motion to Enforce. If the presiding officer of the City Council fails to enforce any portion 
of this Ordinance, then any member of the City Council may move to require the presiding 
officer to do so, and an affirmative vote of a majority of the City Council shall require the 
presiding officer to do so. If the presiding officer of the City Council fails to carry out the will 
of a majority of the City Council, then the majority may designate another member of the 
City Council to act as presiding officer for the limited purpose of enforcing this Ordinance. 

7. Adjournment. If a meeting of the City Council is disturbed or disrupted in such a manner 
as to make infeasible or improbable the restoration of order, then the meeting may be 
adjourned or continued by the presiding officer or a majority of the City Council, and any 
remaining City Council business may be considered at the next meeting.  

8. Roberts Rules of Order shall be considered as prevailing should anything arise that is 
not addressed by this ordinance.   

ARTICLE IV 

Repeal of Conflicting. If anything in this ordinance conflicts with prior ordinances, that is 
repealed and replaced by this ordinance.  

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and the City council of the City of Walhalla in Council 
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duly assembled and by the authority of the same: 

DONE AND RATIFIED in council duly assembled this ______ day of ____________ 
2022. 

 

By:        
Danny Edwards, Mayor 

(SEAL) 

 

 

ATTEST: 

By:        
Timothy B. Burton, City Administrator 

Introduced By:       

First Reading:        

Second Reading:       

 



  

 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
 
COUNTY OF OCONEE  )            ORDINANCE 2022-X 
 
CITY OF WALHALLA  ) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH LOCAL HISTORIC PROPERTY DESIGNATION AND 
DESIGN REVIEW 

Whereas, 

 

Whereas, 

 
NOW THEREFORE: it is ordained and enacted that: by the Mayor and Council members 
of the Municipality of Walhalla, in Council assembled, that the following ordinance, shall be 
as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. TITLE 
 
The title of this ordinance shall be the City of Walhalla Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is: 

I. to protect, preserve and enhance the distinctive architectural and cultural heritage of 
City of Walhalla ; 

II. to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the people of 
City of Walhalla ; 

III. to foster civic pride; 
IV. to encourage harmonious, orderly and efficient growth and development of City of Walhalla ; 
V. to strengthen the local economy; and 
VI. to improve property values. 

 
It is the hope of the City of Walhalla that by encouraging a general harmony of style, form, 
proportion and material between buildings of historic design and those of contemporary design, 
the city’s historic buildings and historic districts will continue to be a distinctive aspect of the City 
of Walhalla and will serve as visible reminders of the significant historical and cultural heritage of 
the City of Walhalla and State of South Carolina. 
 
This ordinance is part of the zoning ordinance of City of Walhalla and is enacted pursuant to the 
South Carolina Code of Laws, Sections 6-29-710 and Section 6-29-870 et sequitur. (The 
ordinance can also be referenced in the zoning ordinance and adopted as a separate ordinance. 
If the general zoning ordinance is still operating under the authority of Title 5 it will be necessary to 



  

 

include or substitute those citations; e.g. SCCL 6-29-710, 6-29-870 et sequitur or SCCL 5-23-
320.) 
 
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS 
 
Alteration 
A change in the external architectural features of any historic structure or in the interior of any such 
structure if the interior feature is specifically included in the historic designation; a change in the 
landscape features of any historic site or place; or work having an adverse effect upon designated 
archaeological resources. 
 
* Note: Items appearing in parentheses and underlined are for instructional purposes 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
Document issued by the Board of Architectural Review, following a prescribed review procedure, 
certifying that the proposed actions by an applicant are found to be acceptable in terms of design 
criteria relating to the individual property or the historic district. 
 
Historic District 
An area, designated by the city council, upon the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
Review and pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
Historic Property 
Any place (including an archaeological site or the location of a significant historical event), 
building, structure, work of art, fixture or similar object that has been individually designated by 
(city/county) council or designated as a contributing property within a historic district. 
 
Public Space within a building 
Spaces designed for use by the public, such as auditoriums, court rooms, lobbies, entrance halls, 
etc. These spaces are usually gathering places as opposed to corridors for public use. 
 
Substantial Hardship 
Hardship, caused by unusual and compelling circumstances, based on one or more of the 
following: 

I. the property cannot reasonably be maintained in the manner dictated by the ordinance, 
II. there are no other reasonable means of saving the property from deterioration, or collapse, 

or 
III. the property is owned by a nonprofit organization, and it is not feasible financially or 

physically to achieve the charitable purposes of the organization while maintaining the 
property appropriately. 

 
SECTION 4. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ESTABLISHED 
 
4.1 Creation 
To implement the provisions of this ordinance, there is hereby established a Board of 
Architectural Review, hereinafter referred to as the Board, for the City of Walhalla consisting of 
(5,7,9) members. Members shall be appointed by the City of Walhalla council upon the 
recommendation of the Board. 
 
4.2 Composition and Qualifications. 
All members of the board shall have a demonstrated interest in historic preservation. If available in 
the community, the board should have at least one member who is qualified as: 



  

 

1. a historian, knowledgeable in local history, 
2. an architect or if an architect is not available to serve, someone knowledgeable in 
building design and construction. 
 
(Other designated members can be listed, such as, a lawyer, a real estate agent, engineer, and 
representative of the historical society.) 
No members shall hold any other (municipal/county) office. S.C. Code 6-29-870(C).  (A 
representative of the zoning commission could serve only as an ex-officio, non-voting member.) 
 

Members shall assume their duties at the first regular meeting after their appointment. Members 
shall serve without compensation except for reimbursement for authorized expenses attendant to 
the performance of their duties. (Please include a reference to SC Code Section 6-29-1340 that 
discusses the educational requirements of BAR Members.) 
 
4.3 Terms of Office. 
The term of office for each member shall be two years. Any person who has served as a member 
of the Board for three consecutive terms shall not be eligible for reappointment for at least one 
year. A term of less than one year shall not be counted in determining eligibility for reappointment. 
 
Membership shall be identified by place numbers 1 through (5/7/9). Terms of office for members in 
the odd-numbered places shall expire in odd numbered years; terms for even-numbered 
members expire in even numbered years, provided, however, that each member shall serve until 
his successor is appointed and installed. 
 
4.4 Removal. 
Any member of the Board may be removed by the city council, for repeated failure to attend 
meetings of the Board or for any other cause deemed sufficient by the city council. Consider, 
three (3) or more consecutive meetings or 50% of scheduled meetings in one year. (If the board 
will not meet monthly/bi-monthly, then the 2nd part will not work.) 
 

4.5 Appointment to Fill a Vacancy. 
If any place on the Board becomes vacant due to resignation, removal, or for any reason, the city 
council shall appoint a replacement within 60 days for the remainder of the unexpired term, 
subject to confirmation by the city council. 
 
4.6 Conflicts of Interest. 
Any member of the board who has a personal or financial interest, either directly or indirectly, in 
any property which is the subject of, or affected by, a decision of the Board shall be disqualified 
from participating in the decision of the Board concerning the property. 
 
4.7 Liability of Members. 
Any member of the Board acting within powers granted by the ordinance shall be relieved from 
personal liability for any damage and held harmless by the City of Walhalla. Any suit brought 
against any member of the Board shall be defended by a legal representative furnished by the 
city until the termination of the proceedings. 
 
(Note: See appendix E of the Comprehensive Planning Guide for Local 
Governments, "Board of Architectural Review Rules of Procedure" that sets forth 
the officers and duties of each, a hearing procedure, an appeals procedure and 
requirements for records. Appendix G of the same publication contains a sample 
form for notice of a Board of Architectural Review Hearing. Appendix H has a 



  

 

form for issuing a Stop Order to halt unapproved work.) 
 

SECTION 5. POWERS AND DUTIES 



  

 

The responsibility of the Board is to promote the purposes and objectives of this ordinance, to 
review and recommend to city council the designation of individual historic properties and historic 
districts, and to review plans and applications, as hereinafter provided, for all construction within 
historic districts and construction or demolition pertaining to or affecting duly designated historic 
properties. The Board shall have the power to approve, approve with modifications or deny 
approval for such applications in accordance with the prescribed procedures and guidelines. 
 
SECTION 6. HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY 
 
The Board shall maintain a local inventory of buildings, structures, objects, and sites more than 
fifty years old. These records shall be available to the public. 
 
SECTION 7. DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 
7.1 Criteria for Historic Designation. 
The Board shall review the local inventory and make recommendations for historic 
designation(s) to city council based on the following criteria. 
 
A property may be designated historic if it: 
1. has significant inherent character, interest, or value as part of the development or 
heritage of the community, state, or nation; or 
2. is the site of an event significant in history; or 
3. is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and 
development of the community, state, or nation; or 
4. exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or historic heritage of the 
community, state, or nation; or 
5. individually, or as a collection of resources, embodies distinguishing characteristics of 
a type, style, period, or specimen in architecture or engineering; or 
6. is the work of a designer whose work has influenced significantly the development of 
the community, state or nation; or 
7. contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a 
significant innovation; or 
8. is part of or related to a square or other distinctive element of community planning; or 
9. represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or 
community; or 
10. has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history. 
 
(Note: These criteria are suggested, however, each community should review and revise them to 
reflect the needs and comprehensive plan for their community.) 
 

7.2 Owner Notification. 
Owners of properties proposed to be designated historic shall be notified in writing thirty days 
prior to consideration by city/county council. Owners may appear before the city council to voice 
approval or opposition to such designation. 
 
(Additionally, the planning commission shall provide its formal comment to the council on 
ordinance adoption, amendment, and designation and may also serve as the entity conducting the 
required public hearing if so authorized by council.) 



  

 

 
7.3 Identification on Town Zoning Map. 
All locally designated historic properties and historic districts shall be clearly shown on the 
zoning map. 
 
7.4 Opposition to Designation 
Any property owner may object to the decision by the city council to designate his property as 
historic by filing suit against the City of Walhalla before the Courts of the State of South 
Carolina. 
 
(Note: This suit must be based on procedural nonconformities in the designation process or on 
the misapplication of the criteria for designation as specified in the city’s ordinance or under SCCL 
6-29-870.0 not simply on the desire not to be included in the locally designated district. In the 
case of individual landmarks, the basis for challenging designation is the same.) 
 

SECTION 8. JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
 
The jurisdiction of the Board, in general, is the city limits. The jurisdiction of the Board for the 
recommendation of properties to be designated historic is the City of Walhalla limits. The 
jurisdiction of the Board for the review of proposed alteration to exteriors of buildings, new 
construction, and demolition is the individual properties and areas that have been designated 
by the City of Walhalla council as historic. 
 
 
SECTION 9. NOMINATIONS TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
 
The Board may conduct first review and evaluation of all proposed nominations for the National 
Register of Historic Places for properties that are within its jurisdiction, prior to consideration by 
the State Board of Review. The Board may send their recommendations to the State Historic 
Preservation Office for consideration at the meeting of the State Board of Review. The Board 
shall not nominate properties directly to the National Register; only the State Board of Review 
shall have this final review authority unless expressly authorized by federal statute. 
 
SECTION 10. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is required before a building permit can be issued for the 
demolition, new construction, exterior alteration, modification or addition to a designated historic 
property. Any building permit not issued in conformity with this ordinance shall be considered 
void. 
 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness must be signed by the owner or his authorized 
representative and the form must be signed by the chairman or vice-chairman of the Board 
stating its approval, denial, or approval with conditions and the reasons for the decision. 
 
10.1 Required Procedure. 



  

 

An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be obtained from Community 
Development Department, and when completed, filed with the appropriate administrative official 
as designated by the Board. 
 
10.2 Time Limits. 
Applications for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be considered by the Board at its next 
regular meeting, provided they have been filed at least seven (7) calendar days before the 
regularly scheduled meeting of Board. If the Board fails to take action upon any application within 
45 days after the complete application is received, the application shall be considered approved, 
except in cases where the Board has postponed an application to demolish a structure under the 
provisions contained in this ordinance. 
 
10.3 Board Action on Application. 
The Board shall review the application, using the design guidelines appearing in Section 11 of this 
ordinance to make findings of fact to decide whether or not the applicant's plans are appropriate. 
The decision of the Board, along with the reasons for each decision, will be recorded in the 
minutes and will be available upon request as a public reference for preservation procedures. 
 
10.4 Contents of Application. 
The Board shall, in its Rules of Procedure, require data as are reasonable and necessary to 
determine the nature of the application. An application shall not be considered complete until all 
the required data have been submitted. 
 
10.5 Notification of Affected Property Owners. 
Prior to the issuance of an approval or denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Board shall 
inform the owners of any property likely to be materially affected by the application, and shall give 
the applicant and such owners an opportunity to be heard. (Would the City/Council prefer a set 
radius of notification? Such as, adjacent property owners, set number of feet radius, posting the 
property… I assume the opportunity to be heard would be a public hearing or public comment 
section at the scheduled meeting.) 
 
10.6 Submission of a New Application. 
If the Board determines that a Certificate of Appropriateness should be denied, a new application 
affecting the same property may be submitted only if substantial change is made in the plans for 
the proposed work. (Consider a waiting period or substantial change – a new application 
affecting the same property may not be submitted for one (1) year from the date of denial, unless 
the request contains substantial changes that address the Board’s stated reasons in the originally 
denied application.) 
 
10.7 Maintenance, Repair, and Interior Projects. 
 
Nothing in this document shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of any 
exterior architectural feature of structures designated as historic when that repair does not involve 
a change in design, material, color, or outer appearance of the structure. The Board shall not 
consider the interior arrangements or alterations to the interior of a building unless the interior of a 
public building or the public space of a private building is specifically described and designated as 
historic. The Board may authorize a staff member to approve minor projects involving repairs and 
ordinary maintenance that do not alter design, materials, color or the outer appearance of a 
structure or interior projects not subject to design review. 
 
10.8 Fines and Penalties. 



  

 

The system of fines applied by the City of Walhalla for violation of the building code will apply to 
violations of this ordinance. 



  

 

10.9 Substantial Hardship. 
In the event a Certificate of Appropriateness is denied, the property owner may apply for an 
exemption based on the substantial hardship of maintaining the property according to the design 
guidelines for historic properties. Substantial hardship is to be considered by the Commission 
where one or more of the following unusual and compelling circumstances exists: 
a. the property cannot reasonably be maintained in the manner dictated by the 
ordinance, 
b. there are no other reasonable means of saving the property from deterioration, or 
collapse, or 
c. the property is owned by a nonprofit organization and it is not feasible financially or 
physically to achieve the charitable purposes of the organization while maintaining the property 
appropriately.* (Planning Commission, BAR Board or Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)? Often 
these go to the BZA as the applicant is appealing the zoning ordinance’s requirements.) 
 
* While the Courts have consistently upheld designating and enforcing ordinance requirements 
on properties owned or operated by religious institutions and not-for-profit organizations, it is 
sometimes in the overall interest of community preservation efforts to specifically recognize that 
such institutions and organizations, in addition to private individuals, are subject to economic 
hardship issues. 
 

The owner may be required to submit documents to show that he cannot comply with the design 
guidelines and earn a reasonable rate of return on his investment in the property. Information 
required may include: 
1. costs of the proposed development with and without modification needed to comply 
with the design guidelines as determined by the Board, 
2. structural report and/or a feasibility report, 
3. market value of the property in its present condition and after completion of the 
proposed project, 
4. cost of the property, date purchased, relationship, if any, between seller and buyer, 
terms of financing, 
5. for the past two years, annual gross income from the property with operating and 
maintenance expenses, depreciation, and annual cash flow before and after debt service during 
that time, and 
6. other information considered necessary by the Board to determine whether or not the 
property may yield a reasonable return. 
 
10.10 Demolition. 
If the Board denies, or postpones for 180 days, a request to demolish a historic building, the 
Board shall work closely with the owner to find an appropriate use for the property, to help find a 
buyer or to obtain funding for rehabilitation, including low interest loans or grants. The Board shall 
inform the community concerning the threat to the building, its value as part of the fabric of the 
community and, through publicity and contacts with civic groups, seek to provide assistance in 
preserving the property. 
 
SECTION 11. DESIGN GUIDELINES 
 
11.1 Intent. 
It is the intent of this ordinance to ensure, insofar as possible, that properties designated as historic 
shall be in harmony with the architectural and historical character of the City of Walhalla . In 
granting a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Board shall take into account 



  

 

the architectural and historical significance of the structure under consideration and the exterior 
form and appearance of any proposed additions or modifications to that structure as well as the 
effect of such change or additions upon other structures in the vicinity.* 
 
* (The Board can issue specific design guidelines for separately designated areas containing 
different categories of resources. Usually these guidelines are adopted by council.) 
 

11.2 The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 
When considering an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for new construction, 
alteration, repair, or restoration, the Commission shall use the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation as guidelines in making its decisions. In addition, the Board may 
adopt more specific guidelines for local historic districts and local historic buildings. These 
guidelines serve as the basis for determining the approval, approval with modifications, or denial of 
an application. (Planning Commission or BAR Board?) 
 
The Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation are: 
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires 
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 
 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize 
a property will be avoided. 
 
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features 
or elements from other buildings, will not be undertaken. 
 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 
retained and preserved. 
 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
 
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features 
will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 
 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 
 
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
 
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale, 
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 



  

 

 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and 
its environment would be unimpaired. 
 
SECTION 12. APPEALS 
 
Any person may appeal a decision of the Board to the Courts of South Carolina pursuant to the 
South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 6-29-900 et sequitur. (May wish to add that the BAR can 
review written appeals of City staff’s decisions.) 
 
 
 
AND IS DONE AND RATIFIED in Council Duly assembled this ______Day of ________ 2022. 
 

______________________________ 
Danny Edwards, Mayor 

 
(seal) 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
Timothy B. Burton, City Administrator 
 
Introduced By: ______________________________ 
 
First Reading:  ______________________________ 
 
Public Hearing, 
Second Reading 
And Adoption:  ______________________________ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
 
COUNTY OF OCONEE  )            ORDINANCE 2022-13 
 
CITY OF WALHALLA  ) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A REGISTRATION FOR VACANT AND 
ABANDONED BUILDINGS 

Whereas, The City of Walhalla desires to have its buildings occupied for homes and 
businesses; and 

Whereas, vacant buildings can pose health and safety hazards; and  

Whereas, vacant buildings can become eyesores and blights on communities; and 

Whereas, The City of Walhalla desires to have its vacant buildings registered for 
code enforcement and emergencies; and  

 
NOW THEREFORE: it is ordained and enacted that: by the Mayor and Council members 
of the Municipality of Walhalla, in Council assembled, that the following ordinance, shall be 
as follows: 
 
 
Section 1-1: Purpose. 
(1) Vacant or abandoned properties create and pose significant and costly problems for 
the City.  These properties often become a drain on the City budget and detract from the 
quality of life of the neighborhood and the City as a whole. Vacant buildings are an 
impediment to neighborhood redevelopment and rehabilitation, decrease property values, 
and prevent neighborhood  stabilization. These structures are unsightly, often structurally 
unsound or otherwise dangerous, attract criminal activity, and otherwise create a threat to 
public health, safety, and welfare of neighboring properties and the general public. 
(2) A significant obstacle in providing effective and prompt enforcement of the current 
City codes, as they relate to vacant buildings, is the inability to contact the owners of 
abandoned properties. These buildings are often also the subject of foreclosure actions by 
lien holders, which take considerable time to resolve. 
(3) The purpose of this is to provide a just, equitable and practicable method for 
identifying, managing and responding to the numerous issues associated with vacant 
buildings that have been abandoned. This chapter is intended to prevent or mitigate 
dangers to health, safety and welfare, promote responsible management, provide a safe 
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neighborhood for residents, safeguard property values, expedite housing repairs, and 
provide for prompt contact with owners or managers by police, fire, and code enforcement 
when issues or emergencies develop. 

 
Section 1-2: Definitions 
Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the purposes of this Code, 
have the meanings shown in this section. Where terms are not defined, through the 
methods authorized by this section, such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meaning 
such as the context implies.  
Citation means a charge or formal written accusation of violation of a municipal, state or 
federal law, regulation or ordinance, including any violations of the International Property 
Maintenance Code as adopted by the City of Walhalla.  
Code violation means violation of any code adopted and/or enforced by the city, which 
may include but not be limited to the City of Walhalla Code of Ordinances or the 
International Property Maintenance Code.  
Courtesy registration means notification by mail, phone, fax or email to the code 
enforcement division notifying them of an extended vacancy of 120 days or more of a 
primary residence for work, vacation, military or a medical reason.  
Non-residential structure means any building designed for occupancy for office, 
commercial, industrial, three or more residential units, or a combination thereof.  
Owner means any person, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable title in the 
property; or recorded in the official records of the state, county or municipality as holding 
title.  
Property means a lot, plot, premises or parcel of land, including the buildings or structures 
thereon.  
Residential structure means a building designed for occupancy as a single family or two-
family dwelling.  
Responsible local representative means a person having his or her place of residence 
or business office within 45 miles of the vacant building and designated by the property 
owner as the agent responsible for operating such property in compliance with the 
ordinances adopted by the city. For the purposes of this article, the term "agent" shall refer 
to the responsible local representative.  
Responsible party means any owner, occupant, agent, manager, operator and/or 
management company of a building, dwelling, structure or lot.  
Secure means a building or portion of a building is closed or locked for entry by normal 
means other than boarding. 
Unoccupied means a building which is not being used for a legal occupancy.  
Unsecured means a building or portion of a building is open to entry by unauthorized 
persons without the use of tools or ladders.  
Vacant building means any structure built for occupancy of residential, commercial or 
industrial uses that is unoccupied.  
Vacant building; categorical classification standards: A building or portion of a building 
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which is:  
(1) Category I: No current code violations on the structure or the premise.  
a. The building is secure, not boarded.  
b. The building is structurally sound with no code violations.  
c. The property is maintained to minimal code by owner or responsible party.  
(2) Category II: Minimal code violations.  
a. The building is boarded and secure.  
b. The building is structurally sound with minor code violations.  
c. The property is not regularly maintained.  
(3) Category III: Severe code violations.  
a. The building is boarded or needs to be boarded.  
b. Structural deficiencies are evident.  
c. History of criminal activity at the address.  
d. Structure is unfit for occupancy.  
e. The property is not maintained. 
Abandoned building is any building or structure that is vacant and is under a current 
notice of default; under a current notice of trustee’s sale; pending a Tax Assessor’s lien 
sale; any property that has been the subject of a foreclosure sale where the title was 
retained by the beneficiary of a deed of trust involved in the foreclosure; and any property 
transferred under a deed in lieu of foreclosure/sale. 
(1) Any building that meets one or more of the conditions cited below. 
a.  Doors and windows on the mortgaged premises are continuously boarded up, 

broken or left unlocked; 
b. Rubbish, trash or debris has observably accumulated on the mortgaged premises; 
c. Furnishings and personal property are absent from the mortgaged premises; 
d. The mortgaged premises are deteriorating so as to constitute a threat to public 

health or safety; 
e. A mortgagee has changed the locks on the mortgaged premises and neither the 

mortgagor nor anyone on the mortgagor's behalf has requested entrance to, or 
taken other steps to gain entrance to, the mortgaged premises; 

f. Reports of trespassers, vandalism or other illegal acts being committed on the 
mortgaged premises have been made to local law enforcement authorities; 

g. A code enforcement officer or other public official has made a determination or 
finding that the mortgaged premises are abandoned or unfit for occupancy; 

h. The mortgagor is deceased and there is no evidence that an heir or personal 
representative has taken possession of the mortgaged premises; and 

i. Other reasonable indicia of abandonment 
 
 
Section 1-3: Registration of vacant buildings. 
(1)  Except as provided in subsection (b) below, all vacant buildings shall be registered 

with the code enforcement division within 120 days of becoming vacant as defined 
in section 1-2. Registration is valid for 12 months and must be renewed annually 
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from date the building became vacant.  
(2)   Exemptions from registration:  

a.   Residential structures that are used as residential rentals and have active 
residential rental permits;  

b. Office, industrial, or general commercial use buildings actively for sale or 
lease with a  licensed real estate company or managed by a licensed 
property management company.  

  c.  Structures that have multiple units in which at least one unit is occupied;  
 d. Accessory structures not designed for occupancy; and/or  
           e.  Buildings that serve as a primary residence in which the owner is away for an 

extended period of time for work, vacation, military or medical reason. 
Building and property must be maintained to minimum code. Requires a 
courtesy registration. 

(3)  If the building is vacant at the expiration of any registration period the owner shall 
re-register such building and pay the annual registration and inspection fees. 

(4)  The owner registering a vacant building shall supply the following information on an 
authorized form provided by the code enforcement division:  

 a.  Name, address, and telephone number of the owner;  
 b.  Name, address and telephone number of any responsible party, if applicable;  
           c.  Name, address, and telephone number of any local agent or representative 

of the  owner, required if the owner's residence or business address in more 
than 45 miles from vacant building;  

d.  Tax parcel identification number of the premise on which the building is 
situated;  

 e.  The common address of the building; and  
 f.  Vacant building plan in accordance with section 1-4. 
(5)  Following the registration of the vacant building, the code enforcement officer shall 

conduct an inspection of the property and premises to determine any code 
violations and to verify the  vacant building category.  
a. A status report will be provided to the owner of the building with the findings and 
current condition of the property. It will include any found violations and assign a 
category to the building. 

(6)  All vacant buildings must remain secure and/or boarded in accordance current 
adopted IPMC.  

(7) Upon request by the code official, the owner shall post "No Trespass" placards on 
the property. Additional employment of security services for non-residential 
properties for a specified number  of hours every day may be required by the police 
chief or his/her designee on the basis of the property history of code and/or criminal 
violations. 

(8)  Vacant building owners must designate a responsible local representative ("agent") 
if their place  of residence or business is more than 45 miles from the vacant 
building. The responsible local representative shall act as agent for the property 
owner for purposes of accepting legal service;  however, the vacant building owner 
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remains personally liable in criminal prosecutions for code violations. The 
responsible local representative must be available at the number listed at all times 
in the event of an emergency or catastrophe. 

 
Section 1-4: Establishment of vacant building plan. 
(1) When a building is registered as required by this chapter, the owner shall submit, or 

caused to be submitted, a vacant building plan on a form provided by the code 
enforcement division for approval. The plan shall contain the following: 
a. A plan to make the building ready for occupancy with sufficient detail regarding 
the proposed repair and/or rehabilitation of the building to enable the code official 
to determine the adequacy of such plan;  

  b. A letter of written consent by the owner allowing city officials to enter and 
inspect the property for the period in which the vacant building plan is in effect;  
c. For buildings, dwellings or structures which are identified as being or containing 
public  nuisances, then the vacant building plan shall contain a plan of action to 
remedy such public nuisances;  

 d. If available, a layout of the structure; and 
e. A plan of action to secure, monitor and maintain the building and premises 
thereof in conformance with this chapter. 

(2) If the property is subject to a vacant building plan and the plan has been properly 
approved by the  code enforcement division, the transferee is subject to the 
terms of the vacant building plan. The  transferee may apply to the city to be 
released from the requirements of the vacant building plan. 

 
Section 1-5: Vacant building fees. 
(1)  Annual registration fees are based on the use and the number of years that a 
building has been vacant (after the effective date of the ordinance from which this article 
derives). All fees are due at the time of registration or renewal.  
 a.    Fees for non-residential structures are as follows: 
   - Initial registration$50.00 
   - First annual renewal$100.00 
   - Second annual renewal$500.00 
   - Third annual renewal$1,000.00 
   - Each year thereafter is$1,500.00. 
 b. Fees for Residential structures are as follows: 
   - Initial registration$0.00 
   - First annual renewal$50.00 
   - Second annual renewal$250.00 
   - Third annual renewal$500.00 
   - Each year thereafter is$500.00 

c.  An annual compliance inspection fee of $50.00 is required on all non-
exempted vacant buildings. The fee shall be paid at the time of registration.  

d. Upon determination of a vacant building that hasn't been registered in 
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accordance with this section additional penalties may apply in addition to the 
annual registration fees in accordance to section 1-6.  

e.  Delinquent registration fees as a lien. After the owner is given notice of the 
amount of the registration fee due, except for those owners that have 
properly perfected an appeal pursuant to section 1-7, and the owner fails to 
pay the amount due, said amount shall constitute a debt due and owing to 
the city, and the city may commence a civil action to collect such the unpaid 
debt. 

f.  Exemptions from annual registration fees shall be granted for the following 
situations upon notification in writing to the code enforcement division, 
registration is still required:  
1. Residential and commercial buildings that are actively being marketed for 
sale or rent (up to one year, longer by appeal). Must be maintained to 
minimum code for the duration on the market;  
2. Buildings that are actively being renovated. Repairs and progression must 
be noticeable by the inspector (up to one year, longer by appeal);  

  3. Properties that are in probate and actively being transferred; 
4. Structures damaged by a fire or weather event may be exempt for up to 
one year;  

  5. Financial hardship;  
6. Category I structures that have not had citations within the last 12 months; 
7. Buildings that are structurally deficient that have been ordered by the city 
to be demolished and removed, in which the owner has provided consent to 
the city to demolish, and the city has accepted the consent. Liens are to be 
placed against the property to cover the cost of demolition.  

(2) Exemptions from annual registration fees not defined in this section may be 
requested to the property maintenance board of appeals for consideration. 

 
Section 1-6: Enforcement and penalties. 
(1) Upon determination that a vacant building owner has failed to register or update 

information in accordance with this section, an administrative penalty of $500.00 in 
addition to the registration fee will be assessed if not in compliance within 30 days 
after notice.  

(2) Failure by the owner to submit a vacant building plan or comply with a vacant 
building plan that has been approved by the city under this section is a violation of 
the Code and may be assessed an administrative penalty of $500.00. 

 
Section 1-7: Appeal. 

Any person aggrieved by the requirements of this section may seek administrative 
appeal to the property maintenance board of appeals. Any person aggrieved by a 
final decision issued under this section by the property maintenance board of 
appeals, may seek relief in any court of  competent jurisdiction as provided by the 
law. 
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This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon final reading.  Building owners have 
until March 1, 2023 to register vacant buildings.   
 
AND IS DONE AND RATIFIED in Council Duly assembled this ______Day of ________ 
2022. 
 
 

______________________________ 
Danny Edwards, Mayor 

(SEAL) 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
Timothy B. Burton, City Administrator 
 
Introduced By: ______________________________ 
 
First Reading:  ______________________________ 
 
Public Hearing, 
Second Reading 
And Adoption:  ______________________________ 
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